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Abstract

The life of the ancient Tamils was closely connected with nature. Sangam literature presents
nature as an essential part of human life rather than a simple background. The five eco-zones (Tinai)
describe different landscapes, each with its own plants, animals, birds, occupations, and emotions.
Among these natural elements, birds occupy an important place. They are not included only for
beauty but also to reflect the lifestyle, feelings, and surroundings of the people. Different birds appear
in different tinai landscapes according to their natural habitat. The poets carefully observe their
movements, calls, feeding habits, nesting patterns, and seasonal appearance. These features help
create vivid descriptions of the landscape and strengthen the emotional meaning of the poems. Birds
also function as symbols of love, separation, waiting, hope, joy, and longing. In some poems, they
even act as silent companions or messengers that mirror the feelings of the hero and heroine. This
study examines the different types of birds found in Sangam literature, their behaviour, their
association with the five tinai landscapes, and their symbolic meanings. It highlights how the poets
combined close observation of nature with human experience, revealing the ecological knowledge and
literary richness of ancient Tamil society.
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